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Mission

Is a commitment towards creating a harmonious
society and—

° Establish educational institutions & training
centres

° Initiate programs on education, livelihood,
health, governance, art & culture and disaster
management with special focus on the rights of
women, children, economically disadvantaged
and the marginalized sections of society

e  Conduct youth programs to involve them in the
process of development

° Initiate studies on social problems
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From the desk of Director

The year 2015 was started with the demise of Purva Bharati’'s Founding Trustee Mr.
Jogagnanda Goswami. The loss is irreparable to the organization but his inspiration to face
any challenge with positive attitude will always remain with us as strength to work in
difficult situation.

At present organization is facing challenges at various levels. Fund raising has become the
challenging task for us. This is the time for PBET to re-strategize and re-organize their work
and PBET is moving towards it.

| look forward to the cooperation of all the members and well wishers of PBET to join hands
with us in this endeavor.

With best wishes

Bondita Acharya

Director

PURVA BHARATI EDUCATIONAL TRUST
Tarajan Kakoti Gaon, Jorhat.
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Yearlong Campaign on Violence against
Women-

A series of awareness programmes on
different
protection of women and girl’s rights,

legislations relating  to
child rights, human rights, different
training programmes for the

empowerment of women were organized
y i '
J

Awareness Programme with students of
Diploma in elementary education at
Janata College, Kabuganj, Cachar

Training of women leaders on Human
Rights Issues

Training programmes were conducted
with Karbi women on Karbi Anglong,
Adivasi women of Lakhimpur and Dhemaji
and flood affected women of Majuli,
Jorhat. The main objectives of the training
programmes were

U To train the women leaders to raise
the issues of VAW

to observe a yearlong campaign on
Violence against women. 30 number
awareness programmes were organized in
different places of Assam. The main idea
of conducting awareness programme
through meetings, street plays was to
make the participants more open and
comfortable to interact and discus about
the issues.

2014/11/_24_‘

A street play on women violence was
viewed at Baruah Chariali

U To train the women leaders on the
legal procedure for justice
U To motivate them and create more

leaders
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Training on bag making to victims of
violence

20 victims of violence from different
districts across the state were given
training on bag making with floral
products. The training was conducted at
Jorhat for a period of 25 days i.e. from
20" August to 15 September 2014 in
collaboration with SEEAP, Nagaon.

Consultation on women leadership and
customary law traditional practices

Alen Jeme, Judge of N.C.Hills Customary
Court inaugurated the consultation. He
said that the customary law and practices
never

encourage for women

empowerment. Women work very hard

International W2 Y S Y&y a

International Women’s Day  was
celebrated in the district of Kokrajhar,
Jorhat, Lakhimpur, Dima Hasao and Rural
Kamrup. There were approximately 1000
women participated in these programmes
organized in different districts. The topics
discussed were on health, children’s
education, laws relating to domestic

violence and women security & AFSPA.

In Dima Hasao International Women’s day
was observed by felicitating two
successful women of Dima Hasao- Ranu

Langthasa

but still women don’t get their rights of
inheritance, property, they only receive
gifts. Citing an example he said if he wants

to give the share of his parental property
to his daughter,
customary law.

it will against the

who is the lone women member in the
District Autonomous Council and Ms.
Pinky Ray who is tram driver in Dubai.
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In Jorhat women’s day was observed by a
consultation programme on struggle of
Iron Lady Irom Sharmila and women
security

Fact finding of human rights violation

PBET in collaboration with WinG-Assam
and other women headed organizations
conducted fact finding of human rights
violations during following conflicts in
Assam and generated following reports:

U Massacre of innocent people
belonging to Muslim community in
the BTAD area for recent past
16™ General

Loksabha Election of India.

years during

U Mass killing and displacement of
Adivasis in Assam in December
2014.

Capacity Building of programme

PBET staffs and WinG-Assam members
participated in different training programs
organized by different likeminded
organizations. PBET members were
present in these trainings either as
resource person or as participants.

PBET and WinG-Assam members were
attended in the following programmes:
e National Training of Trainers UN

Human Rights Mechanisms 14 —
18 November 2014 in Madurai.

e The application of CEDAW to
cases of violence against Dalit
women conducted by Sisters for

change Round table with
AIDMAM at Delhi on the 12"
February 2015

e Training on International Human
Rights Mechanism conducted by
WinG-India in Delhi from 5" to
8" March 2015

e Two days training programme on
maternal health conducted by
Ant during the month of July,
2014.

e In the month of July, 2014PBET
member was invited as a speaker
in a national consultation on
Violence against Women.

e In September and October, 2014
two members participated a five
days long national workshop on
new, laws which was conducted
by Partners for Law in
Development at New Delhi.
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Mrinalini Goswami Memorial Lecture

Mrinalini Goswami memorial lecture was
held on 21* October 2014 at Jorhat
Science Centre & Planetarium. The event
was presided by Aditi Bezbaruah, Lecturer
of Jorhat
lectures were delivered on Witch Hunting

Engineering College. The

in Assam by Gitarani Bhattacharya, State
Coordinator of Assam Mahila Samata
Society and Dalit Movements in India by
Asha Kowtal of All India Dalit Mahila
Adhikar Manch.

State level convention of WinG Assam in
collaboration with PBET and
organizations

local

Two days convention was organized on
10" and 11" Apri’l5 in Naya Bazar,

majuli  where around 500 women

delegates from Jorhat, Haflong, Cachar,

Mangaldoi, Guwahati, KarbiAnglong,

Sivasagar, Golaghat, Sonapur, Majuli

participated in the Convention.

Lobby & Advocacy

Extensive Lobby & Advocacy was
conducted for proper legal procedures

and implementation of government
schemes and Act. Under the banner of
WinG-Assam, PBET was involved in lobby
and advocacy with the  district
administration, police, judges and
magistrates, Human Rights and Women
Commissions, Police Accountability etc.

PBET lobbied with the District Child
Protection Unit, District Legal Service
Authority of Lakhimpur district for legal
aid and compensation of Rs. 20,000/- to a
6 vyear old minor rape survivor of
Lakhimpur district. For certain rape cases
advocacy was done in Jorhat district with
the State and District Legal Service
Authority for victim compensation. Fact
finding and documentation was done for
custodial torture, police atrocities and
ethnic violence during the period.

Networking

PBET members establish networks with
women organizations, groups, and
activists across the state and country.
During the case of Acid attack several
organizations have  supported by
contributing their ideas and suggestions
to pursue the issue for guaranteeing
justice to the survivors. HRLN, Delhi has
drafted a PIL for WinG on the menace of
this ghastly act.

PBET and WinG-Assam have also built up
strong networks with International bodies
like Asian Human Rights Commission who
has been a support to raise issues of
human rights violations o the state.
Member PBET was part of the drafting of
the chapter of GR-30 for the civil society
shadow report to CEDAW committee in
2014.
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Legal support

Legal aid as well other legal assistance
such as filing and registration of the FIR,
court procedures, case follow ups, and
other supports like rehabilitation, shelter
were provided to the survivors and family
to ensure justice.

Street vendors

Besides numerous other occasions in the
past PBET has been supporting the issues
of street vendors. A discussion was held in
front of State Bank of India’s main branch,
Jorhat on 11" May, 2014. The vendors’
issues were widely discussed by
highlighting  police  harassment &
maltreatment. They are chased away by
the police ransacking their wares often
violating the vendors’ basic rights to vend.
The Street Vendors’ Act, 2009, was
brought under discussion.

Another discourse accommodating each
and every street vendor engaged in trade
at Jorhat was planned for the 18" of May,
2014. Consequently on this day a seminar
was held at Bisturam Baruah Hall in Jorhat
where the Organizing Secretary of All
Assam Street Vendors’ Association Mr.
Simanta Sharma participated as a chief
guest. The discussion absorbed the
vendors’ issues, a demand to call off the
callous & illegal eviction by the
administration defying Supreme Court’s
ruling, proposal to initiate a democratic
movement unless eviction on street
vendors is shelved besides a
memorandum to DC, Jorhat demanding
annulment of the llegal eviction
immediately in pursuance to Street
Vendors Act, 2014.

29 members strong Organizing
Committee was formed. Consequently the
memorandum was submitted to the
District Head on 20" May 2014 but no
constructive steps have been taken in this

regard so far.

Milestones

Due to constant follow-up, lobby &
advocacy with different departments,
PBET and WinG-Assam
made following milestones:

communities

e Rs.10,000 compensation for minor
survivor (9 years) of molestation
from District Legal Services
Authority in Jorhat.

e Rs.20,000

District Legal Services Authority,

compensation by

Cachar to a minor survivor (15
years) of attacked on face for
refusal to a relationship.

e Bhoben Gogoi, survivor of police
atrocity who lost one of his legs in
Jorhat got compensation order of
Rs.2,00,000 from State
Commission for Human Rights.

e A family of victim of extra judicial
kiling had been  awarded

Rs.5,00,000

NHRC.

e Bring all the tribal women of Dima

compensation by

Hasao (Dimasa and Non Dimasa) in
one platform was a big challenge
when the Indigenous People
Forum (a non Dimasa movement
group) is strongly demanding for a

separate non Dimasa district.
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CONTACT US AT

PURVA BHARATI EDUCATIONAL TRUST,
TARAJAN KAKOTI GAON, JORHAT, ASSAM, PIN-785001
Ph No: +91-376-2372162, E-mail-purvabharati@rediffmail.com
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